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Happy New Year to Everyone! I hope everyone had fantastic Xmas and New Year celebrations? Thank you so much to everyone for our Xmas goodies that we shared amongst all the staff. Now we are back to the grindstone, I can update you all on a few things and plans for the coming year.

Dates for 2008
Enclosed is a sheet with all the important dates on for the up and coming year to help you organise ahead your working patterns, leave etc.

Staffing

We have had no change to our staffing over the last few months, but some of the staff at Baby Paws will be helping over at Paws over the coming term, as a lot of children have moved through.

Please help spread the word, as we have some vacancies at Baby Paws. You can also use these for your convenience for extra sessions if needed.

Paws are pretty full apart from the odd space on a Monday or Friday, until September when we loose our next school gang.

Parents Support Group
We have booked a meeting for Friday 15th Feb in room B, Floor 2 at the civic offices. I am hoping to have an update on the potential move to the school by then and we also need to review policies and procedures and fees for the next financial year.

Early Years Foundation Stage

We have now kicked in with our new curriculum and the groups of the children have changed names (although, it is taking some getting used too!). If you would like further information on this we are happy to go through it with you.

This term we are looking at themes of Stories, growing, Chinese New Year, Valentines and pancake day to mention a few.

Busy Bees / Payroll Payments

Please can I confirm that we have no control over your childcare vouchers and you need to deal with Busy Bees directly. The only control we have is deductions direct form PCC payroll and invoicing. The cut off date for Busy Bees is the 12th of the month and also it is around this time for instructions for payroll deductions.

Please note you we can only arrange deductions by you keeping us informed of what your are doing with Busy Bees and if mistakes occur, we are now being charged form payroll to correct them, so please keep us updated if you make any changes to your payments.

Ofsted

As you are no doubt aware, Paws had its inspection from Ofsted in November and received a glowing report with an outstanding outcome for our education and teaching.

You can read both nurseries reports on the Ofsted website.

I would like to thank you all for the support you give us throughout the year and congratulate the staff on all on their valuable in puts.

Children’s Uniforms

Charlotte, at Paws, is arranging the children’s Paws T-shirts and jumpers if you need any for your child. There is a wait on the jumpers at the moment as she is having a problem with the supplier.

Charlotte will also be looking into doing some Paws draw string bags – as we are so limited on space around the peg areas, it would be great if we could get all the children to have one of these instead of bulky bags which take up so much room. I will keep you posted on the progress of this.

Reminders:

· If you use a pushchair to get your child too and from nursery at Paws, please can you include a rain cover, as we are very limited on space on where to store them throughout the day. In the meantime I will look into getting some sort of buggy park shelter to keep them in while you are at work.

· During glove and hat season, please can you name your child belongings as they to float around a lot. We will provide a box for each group if you could place them there when your drop off and collect from there in the evenings.

· Please ensure your child is equipped to play outdoors in all weathers!

· Don’t forget to label all your child’s food to avoid any mistakes!

I think that is everything for now. I hope everyone gets what they wish for in 2008!
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Becky
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