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May and June 2008 Newsletter

Well almost half way through another year, which seems to be just flying by at the moment! Our congratulations go out to all our Mums and Dads who have had new arrivals recently or are expecting them soon!

Over the next few months we shall be looking at the following topics in our planning: Using Our Senses, People Who Help Us & Fathers Day.

Important Dates

Please ensure you have a note of the following dates in your diaries:

· Monday 5th  and 26th May – closed for bank holidays

· Monday 23rd June – parents evening so nursery closes at 4pm. Appointments with your child’s key person available at 4.30 please ask for an appointment.

· Friday 25th July – school leaver’s party, so all-3 & 4 year olds invited. (10-12noon)

· Friday 8th August – closed for staff training

· Monday 25th August – closed for bank holiday

· Friday 29th August closed to move to the new site

· Monday 1st September – open in new site as usual.

· Xmas CLOSURE – We close at 6pm on Tuesday 23rd December and re-open on Monday 5Th January 2009. (this equates to our weeks closure plus bank holidays)
· Xmas concert for 3 & 4 year olds is Monday 22nd December at 10am

· Xmas parties for all will be Tuesday 23rd December 10-12.

Staffing

Clare Harrison, our Supervisor at Baby Paws is due to come back to work on Monday 2nd June. She has been on maternity leave after having Jack in October last year. So welcome back to Clare!

We are taking on 2 new temporary staff to cover us for the next six months, as we have a very busy term ahead of us and lots of leave booked with our staff. We interviewed on Friday 18th April and found 2 likely candidates, but are waiting for references and CRB checks etc before offering the posts.

Justine at Baby Paws is expecting her first baby, so congratulations to Justine and we wish her good health over the coming months.

Anna is getting organised for her up and coming wedding and it is all now booked to take place in Cuba in February, so good luck with plans for that!

2008 School Leavers

As you aware we are developing some holidays clubs for children up to the age of 11 years old, but these aren’t likely to be in place until after Christmas. We can however invite all this years school leavers back to us in the October half term, if you need some childcare. Please book a place at the nursery.

Please could you start thinking about dates that your child may be leaving us and let us know as soon as possible. For those with an integrated start to school we are happy to have them in around their school hours, if you could let us know.

Please could you also let the staff know what school they are going on to, as we can start a list and start pairing the children up if needed ready for their transition. It has also been suggested we create a contact list so you can all keep in touch after leaving nursery, so if you consent to sharing your details, please email Louise who will create a contact list for you all to keep in touch! (paws@portsmouthcc.gov.uk)

Posters

I have had some wonderful posters made up to advertise our services and would appreciate any parents taking a couple to display at their place of work, or any other likely places. Please let me know if you could take a few. Thank you.

New Site Update

Plans are still going through ready for our move in September and all seems to be ticking along nicely. I have drafted a business plan, which is with my seniors for comment, and I would be happy to share with you if you would like to read this.

During June we are having some shadowing sessions with staff going to the school nursery for the day and then them coming to us for a day. After these have taken place we will be developing an action plan from a group meeting to develop teachers’ input role and mixing the 2 groups in the future.

I have booked builders from the weeks of 21st July to get the works under way, and they are only expecting to have a couple of week’s work to do. I am therefore hoping that we can do some visits with the children to show them the new site and get them used to the environment, prior to the actual move date. I will keep you posted on this.

We have a series of Open Forum meetings booked, which are just for parents to talk openly about the move; these dates are displayed at the nursery.

I have also booked removal vans and muscles (hopefully!) for Friday 29th August to help us move all the equipment. The nursery is closed for operation this day but staff will still be working, and probably the Saturday too, to ensure we are all set up and running for the Monday.

If anyone has not yet seen the new site and would like too, I am happy to book appointments and show you around and have a 1:1 chat and answer any queries you may have. Please give me a shout if you would like to book a slot.

On behalf of the staff and myself we would like to express our thanks for all you parents support through the changes.

Paws Jumpers & T-shirts

Please can you name all your children’s clothes; especially their Paws uniform ones as we are getting quite confused of whose is whose.

Charlotte at Paws has some more for sale if anyone is interested.

Leave
Just to let you know that I will be on leave for 2 weeks from 4th May, as a year has passed already since getting married and we are off to Spain to stay in my Dads apartment.

In my absence the supervisors will be able to answer any queries and Louise is around for any queries with fees.

Occupancy

We have a really busy few months ahead of us and are nearly full to the brim until the school leavers move off to school. As you know we like to be as flexible as possible to swap days and book extras, but if we can’t meet your requests over the coming months please accept my apologies. If you know of any swaps or changes, my best advice is too give as much notice as possible as it is also a popular time of year for staff leave – so it is all a balancing trick!

Thank you

Lost Property

We are overflowing at Paws in the lost property boxes (that were supposed to be for hats and scarves etc but have found a different use!). Please could you have a look through to claim any belongings? Thank you

Big Toddle / Teddy Bears Picnic

This event is being arranged for Friday 30th May at 10.30am-12.30pm. We ask if you could please get your child sponsored to raise money for Local Children through Bernado’s for their toddle and we shall follow this up with lunch and teddy bears picnic.

If it is not your child’s usual day, you are welcome to attend, but we shall need you to stay with them.

Please can you provide the teddy and a picnic lunch for the event!

We shall be doing the toddle and picnic on the School field, outside our new site, and have reserved the school hall in case of bad weather!

Don’t forget to let us know if your child won’t be in to help us balance up numbers and staff leave – thank you!

[image: image3.wmf]I think that is everything for now, as always please give me a shout if you have any queries or concerns.

Becky
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